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 Content and Structure  Style and Accuracy 
Band 1 
 
11 – 13 
 
 
A 

There are many well defined, well developed ideas 
and images, describing complex atmospheres with a 
range of details. 
Overall structure is provided through devices such as 
the movements of the writer, the creation of a short 
time span, or the creation of atmosphere or tension. 
There is no confusion with writing a story. Repetition 
is avoided and the sequence of sentences makes the 
picture clear to the reader. 

Band 1 
 
11 – 12 
 
 
A 

Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including 
sophisticated complex sentences where appropriate, 
used to achieve particular effects. 
Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with 
appropriately used ambitious words. 
Some use of grammatical devices; assured use of 
punctuation; spelling accurate. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 

There is a good selection of interesting ideas and 
images, with a range of details. 
These are formed into an overall picture of some 
clarity, largely consistent. There may be occasional 
repetition and opportunities for development or the 
provision of detail may be missed.  Sentences are 
often well sequenced and the description is often 
effective. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 

Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, 
including a variety of complex sentences. 
Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, 
mostly varied. 
Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct 
between and within sentences; very occasional 
spelling mistakes. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 

There is a selection of effective ideas and images 
that are relevant to the topic and which satisfactorily 
address the task. An attempt is made to create 
atmosphere and to provide some details. 
The description provides a series of points rather 
than a sense of their being combined to make an 
overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed 
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some 
sentences are well sequenced. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 

Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and 
complexity, correctly constructed. 
Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional 
examples of choice made to communicate precise 
meaning or to give interest. 
Simple grammatical terms correct; sentence 
separation mostly correct but other forms of 
punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; 
occasional spelling mistakes-but no error of any sort 
impedes communication. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 

Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and 
occasionally developed a little, perhaps as a 
narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but 
most of the writing is of event or description of objects 
or people. 
There is some overall structure, but the writing may 
lack direction and intent. There may be interruptions 
in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of 
clarity. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 

Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive.  
Where more complicated structures are attempted 
there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy. 
Vocabulary communicates general meaning 
accurately. 
Some errors of punctuation including sentence 
separation; several spelling and grammatical errors, 
rarely serious. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 

Content is relevant but lacking in scope or variety. 
Opportunities to provide development and detail are 
frequently missed. 
Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks 
form and dimension. The reliance on identifying 
events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a 
sequence of sentences without progression. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 

There may be some straightforward grammatically 
complex sentences, but others are simple and 
repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’, and ‘so’ with other 
conjunctions used ineffectively if at all. 
Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts 
accurately. 
Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, 
but overall meaning is never in doubt. 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 

Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall 
picture is unclear and lacks development. 
There are examples of sequenced sentences, but 
there is also repetition and muddled ordering. 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 

Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or 
rambling sentences obscure meaning. 
Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate. 
Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be 
serious enough to impede meaning. 

0 
 
 
G 

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a 
disorderly structure.  Not sufficient to be placed in 
Band 6. 

0 
 
 
G 

Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor 
control of language; errors of punctuation, grammar 
and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6. 
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 Content and Structure  Style and Accuracy 
Band 1 
 
11 – 13 
 
 
A 
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Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one 
and sentences within paragraphs are soundly 
sequenced. 

Band 1 
 
11 – 12 
 
 
A 

Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including 
sophisticated complex sentences where appropriate, 
used to achieve particular effects. 
Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with 
appropriately used ambitious words. 
Some use of grammatical devices; assured use of 
punctuation; spelling accurate. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 
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The stages follow in a generally cohesive 
progression. Paragraphs are mostly well sequenced, 
although some may finish less strongly than they 
begin. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 

Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, 
including a variety of complex sentences. 
Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, 
mostly varied. 
Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct 
between and within sentences; very occasional 
spelling mistakes. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 

There is a series of relevant points and a clear 
attempt is made to develop some of them. These 
points are relevant, straightforward and 
logical/coherent. 
Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in 
the overall argument can be changed without adverse 
effect. The sequence of the sentences within 
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to 
link ideas may not be taken. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 

Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety  
        and complexity, correctly constructed. 
Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional 
examples of choice made to                communicate 
precise meaning or to give interest. 
Simple grammatical terms correct; sentence 
separation mostly correct but other forms of 
punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; 
occasional spelling mistakes-but no error of any sort 
impedes communication. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 
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The overall argument shows signs of structure but 
may be sounder at the beginning than at the end. 
There maybe some repetition. It is normally possible 
follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive 
ideas or misleading sentences. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 

Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive.  
Where more complicated structures are attempted 
there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy. 
Vocabulary communicates general meaning 
accurately. 
Some errors of punctuation including sentence 
separation; several spelling and grammatical errors, 
rarely serious. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 
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Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. 
Paragraphs used only for obvious divisions. It is 
sometimes possible to follow sequencing of 
sentences within paragraphs. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 

There may be some straightforward grammatically 
complex sentences, but others are simple and 
repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’, and ‘so’ with other 
conjunctions used ineffectively if at all. 
Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts 
accurately. 
Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, 
but overall meaning is never in doubt. 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 
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Overall argument only progresses here and there and 
the sequence of sentences is poor. 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 

Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or 
rambling sentences obscure meaning. 
Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate. 
Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be 
serious enough to impede meaning. 

0 
 
 
G 

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a 
disorderly structure. Not sufficient to be placed in 
Band 6. 

0 
 
 
G 

Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor 
control of language; errors of punctuation, grammar 
and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6. 
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 Content and Structure  Style and Accuracy 
Band 1 
 
11 – 13 
 
 
A 
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The different sections of the story are carefully 
balanced and the climax carefully managed. Sentence 
sequences are sometimes arranged to produce effects 
such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden 
turn of events. 

Band 1 
 
11 – 12 
 
 
A 

Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including    
sophisticated complex sentences where appropriate, 
used to achieve particular effects. 
Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with 
appropriately used ambitious words. 
Some use of grammatical devices; assured use of 
punctuation; spelling accurate. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 
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The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending 
(where required) are satisfactorily managed. The reader 
is aware of the climax even if it is not managed fully 
effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides 
clarity and engages the reader in events or atmosphere. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 

Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, 
including a variety of complex sentences. 
Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, 
mostly varied. 
Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct 
between and within sentences; very occasional 
spelling mistakes. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 
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While opportunities for appropriate development of 
ideas are sometimes missed, the overall structure is 
competent, and features of a developed narrative are 
evident. 
sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 

Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and 
complexity, correctly constructed. 
Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional 
examples of choice made to communicate precise 
meaning or to give interest. 
Simple grammatical terms correct; sentence 
separation mostly correct but other forms of 
punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; 
occasional spelling mistakes-but no error of any sort 
impedes communication. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 
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The overall structure is sound although there are 
examples where a particular section is too long or too 
short. A climax is identified but is not effectively 
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate 
events and occasionally contain intrusive facts or 
misleading ideas. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 

Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive.  
Where more complicated structures are attempted 
there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy. 
Vocabulary communicates general meaning 
accurately. 
Some errors of punctuation including sentence 
separation; several spelling and grammatical errors, 
rarely serious. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 
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Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the 
sections of the story. Dialogue that has no function may 
be used or over-used. There is no real climax. 
Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series 
of events. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 

There may be some straightforward grammatically 
complex sentences, but others are simple and 
repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’, and ‘so’ with other 
conjunctions used ineffectively if at all. 
Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts 
accurately. 
Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, 
but overall meaning is never in doubt. 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 
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The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the 
content has no relevance to the plot. Sequences of 
sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of 
clarity 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 

Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or 
rambling sentences obscure meaning. 
Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate. 
Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be 
serious enough to impede meaning. 

0 
 
 
G 

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a 
disorderly structure. Not sufficient to be placed in Band 
6. 

0 
 
 
G 

Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor 
control of language; errors of punctuation, grammar 
and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6. 
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Assessment Criteria 
Literature Grade 9 &10 
 
Band 1 
 
A 
 
Excellent 
 
17-20 

Candidate will: 
Sustain a perceptive and convincing response with well chosen detail of narrative 
and situation 
Demonstrate clear, critical/analytical understanding of the author’s intentions and 
the text’s deeper implications and the attitudes it displays 
Make much well selected reference to the text 
Respond sensitively and in detail to the way language works in the text 
Communicate a considered and reflective personal response to the text 

Band 2 
 
B 
 
Very good 
 
14-16 

Candidate will: 
Make a convincing response with well chosen detail of narrative and situation 
Demonstrate clear, sustained understanding of the author’s intentions and the 
text’s deeper implications and the attitudes it displays 
Make careful and relevant reference to the text 
Respond with some thoroughness/detail to the way language works in the text 
Communicate a considered personal response to the text 

Band 3 
 
C 
 
Good 
 
11-13 

Candidate will: 
Make a reasonably sustained/extended response with detail of narrative and 
situation 
Demonstrate understanding of the author’s intentions and some of the text’s 
deeper implications and the attitudes it displays 
Show some thoroughness in use of the text for support 
Make some response to the way language works in the text 
Communicate an informed personal response to the text 

Band 4 
 
D 
 
Satisfactory  
 
8-10 

Candidate will: 
Begin to develop a response with detail of narrative and situation 
Demonstrate understanding of the author’s intentions and some of the text’s 
implications and the attitudes it displays 
Use some detail from the text for support 
Make some reference to the language in the text 
Communicate some personal response to the text 

Band 5 
 
E 
 
Mediocre 
 
5-7 

Candidate will: 
Make some relevant comments in terms of narrative and situation 
Demonstrate some understanding of the author’s intentions and the surface 
meaning of the text 
Make a little reference to the text for support 
Make a little reference to the language in the text 
Communicate a basic personal response to the text 

Band 6 
 
F 
 
Poor 
 
2-4 

Candidate will: 
Make a few straightforward points in terms of narrative and situation 
Show a few signs of understanding of the author’s intentions and the surface 
meaning of the text 
Make a little reference to the text  
Make a little reference to the language in the text 
Show evidence of a simple personal response to the text 

Band 7 
 
G 
 
Very poor 
0-1 

Candidate will: 
Show a little awareness of narrative and situation 
Make come comment about the surface meaning of the text 

 
�
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Introduction 
 
All First Languages other than English follow a syllabus that is focused on reading and 
writing at the mother tongue level. There is no distinction between Core and Extended: all 
candidates are eligible for grades A* to G. 
 
Curriculum content 
 
At LIS we develop a lot of the reading and writing skills through the analysis of novels, 
poems, theatre plays, films, and newspaper articles on topical questions in preparation of 
discursive/argumentative as well as the descriptive written tasks. 
In grade 9 the overall theme is school – youth – authority.  
In grade 10 the overall theme is (anti-)war – lost youth, adolescence, civil disobedience. 
 
Resources / text books 
 
The textbooks used are Deutsch Plus 9 and Deutsch Plus 10 plus Arbeitsheft, 
supplemented by  Deutsch 9 and10 - Texte, Literatur, Medien. 
The main works studied are: 
 
2007-09 
 
Grade 9 (Thema: Jugend, Schule und Autorität) 

·  Thomas Mann, Buddenbrooks - novel 
·  Heinrich Mann, Professor Unrat- novel 
·  Max Frisch, Biedermann und die Brandstifter –play 
·  Gerhart Hauptmann, Bahnwärter Thiel - story 
·  (Ulrich Plenzdorf, Die neuen Leiden des jungen W. – novel) optional 

 
Grade 10 (Thema: Jugend, Widerstand und Krieg) 

·  E.M. Remarque, Im Westen nichts Neues - novel 
·  Hans Fallada, Kleiner Mann – was nun? -novel 
·  Inge Scholl, Die weiße Rose -biography 
·  Schiller, Die Räuber oder Wilhelm Tell - play 
·  (Brecht, Dreigroschenoper- play) optional 

 
2008-10 
 
Grade 9 (Thema:  

·  Anna Seghers, Transit und Film: Das siebte Kreuz 
·  Wedekind, Frühlings Erwachen 
·  Lessing, aus Nathan der Weise:Ringparabel 
·  Brecht, Die unwürdige Greisin 

 
Grade 10 (Thema:  

·  Andersch, Sansibar oder der letzte Grund 
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 Content and Structure  Style and Accuracy 
Band 1 
 
11 – 13 
 
 
A 

There are many well defined, well developed ideas 
and images, describing complex atmospheres with a 
range of details. 
Overall structure is provided through devices such as 
the movements of the writer, the creation of a short 
time span, or the creation of atmosphere or tension. 
There is no confusion with writing a story. Repetition 
is avoided and the sequence of sentences makes the 
picture clear to the reader. 

Band 1 
 
11 – 12 
 
 
A 

Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including 
sophisticated complex sentences where appropriate, 
used to achieve particular effects. 
Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with 
appropriately used ambitious words. 
Some use of grammatical devices; assured use of 
punctuation; spelling accurate. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 

There is a good selection of interesting ideas and 
images, with a range of details. 
These are formed into an overall picture of some 
clarity, largely consistent. There may be occasional 
repetition and opportunities for development or the 
provision of detail may be missed.  Sentences are 
often well sequenced and the description is often 
effective. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 

Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, 
including a variety of complex sentences. 
Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, 
mostly varied. 
Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct 
between and within sentences; very occasional 
spelling mistakes. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 

There is a selection of effective ideas and images 
that are relevant to the topic and which satisfactorily 
address the task. An attempt is made to create 
atmosphere and to provide some details. 
The description provides a series of points rather 
than a sense of their being combined to make an 
overall picture, but some of the ideas are developed 
successfully, albeit straightforwardly. Some 
sentences are well sequenced. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 

Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and 
complexity, correctly constructed. 
Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional 
examples of choice made to communicate precise 
meaning or to give interest. 
Simple grammatical terms correct; sentence 
separation mostly correct but other forms of 
punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; 
occasional spelling mistakes-but no error of any sort 
impedes communication. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 

Some relevant and effective ideas are provided and 
occasionally developed a little, perhaps as a 
narrative. There is some feeling of atmosphere, but 
most of the writing is of event or description of objects 
or people. 
There is some overall structure, but the writing may 
lack direction and intent. There may be interruptions 
in the sequence of sentences and/or some lack of 
clarity. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 

Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive.  
Where more complicated structures are attempted 
there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy. 
Vocabulary communicates general meaning 
accurately. 
Some errors of punctuation including sentence 
separation; several spelling and grammatical errors, 
rarely serious. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 

Content is relevant but lacking in scope or variety. 
Opportunities to provide development and detail are 
frequently missed. 
Overall structure, though readily discernible, lacks 
form and dimension. The reliance on identifying 
events, objects and/or people sometimes leads to a 
sequence of sentences without progression. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 

There may be some straightforward grammatically 
complex sentences, but others are simple and 
repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’, and ‘so’ with other 
conjunctions used ineffectively if at all. 
Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts 
accurately. 
Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, 
but overall meaning is never in doubt. 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 

Some relevant facts are identified, but the overall 
picture is unclear and lacks development. 
There are examples of sequenced sentences, but 
there is also repetition and muddled ordering. 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 

Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or 
rambling sentences obscure meaning. 
Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate. 
Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be 
serious enough to impede meaning. 

0 
 
 
G 

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a 
disorderly structure.  Not sufficient to be placed in 
Band 6. 

0 
 
 
G 

Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor 
control of language; errors of punctuation, grammar 
and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6. 
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 Content and Structure  Style and Accuracy 
Band 1 
 
11 – 13 
 
 
A 
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Each stage is linked to and follows the preceding one 
and sentences within paragraphs are soundly 
sequenced. 

Band 1 
 
11 – 12 
 
 
A 

Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including 
sophisticated complex sentences where appropriate, 
used to achieve particular effects. 
Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with 
appropriately used ambitious words. 
Some use of grammatical devices; assured use of 
punctuation; spelling accurate. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 
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The stages follow in a generally cohesive 
progression. Paragraphs are mostly well sequenced, 
although some may finish less strongly than they 
begin. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 

Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, 
including a variety of complex sentences. 
Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, 
mostly varied. 
Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct 
between and within sentences; very occasional 
spelling mistakes. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 

There is a series of relevant points and a clear 
attempt is made to develop some of them. These 
points are relevant, straightforward and 
logical/coherent. 
Repetition is avoided, but the order of the stages in 
the overall argument can be changed without adverse 
effect. The sequence of the sentences within 
paragraphs is satisfactory, although opportunities to 
link ideas may not be taken. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 

Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety  
        and complexity, correctly constructed. 
Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional 
examples of choice made to                communicate 
precise meaning or to give interest. 
Simple grammatical terms correct; sentence 
separation mostly correct but other forms of 
punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; 
occasional spelling mistakes-but no error of any sort 
impedes communication. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 

,��
�(�����?�
�����
�������������
���
�(�����
��?���������������(�:��
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The overall argument shows signs of structure but 
may be sounder at the beginning than at the end. 
There maybe some repetition. It is normally possible 
follow sequences of ideas, but there may be intrusive 
ideas or misleading sentences. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 

Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive.  
Where more complicated structures are attempted 
there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy. 
Vocabulary communicates general meaning 
accurately. 
Some errors of punctuation including sentence 
separation; several spelling and grammatical errors, 
rarely serious. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 
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Overall structure lacks a sense of sequencing. 
Paragraphs used only for obvious divisions. It is 
sometimes possible to follow sequencing of 
sentences within paragraphs. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 

There may be some straightforward grammatically 
complex sentences, but others are simple and 
repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’, and ‘so’ with other 
conjunctions used ineffectively if at all. 
Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts 
accurately. 
Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, 
but overall meaning is never in doubt. 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 

.���:����
����������	��
����������
(������������
��?������
����������������
Overall argument only progresses here and there and 
the sequence of sentences is poor. 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 

Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or 
rambling sentences obscure meaning. 
Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate. 
Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be 
serious enough to impede meaning. 

0 
 
 
G 

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a 
disorderly structure. Not sufficient to be placed in 
Band 6. 

0 
 
 
G 

Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor 
control of language; errors of punctuation, grammar 
and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6. 
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 Content and Structure  Style and Accuracy 
Band 1 
 
11 – 13 
 
 
A 
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The different sections of the story are carefully 
balanced and the climax carefully managed. Sentence 
sequences are sometimes arranged to produce effects 
such as the building up of tension or providing a sudden 
turn of events. 

Band 1 
 
11 – 12 
 
 
A 

Fluent; variety of well-made sentences, including    
sophisticated complex sentences where appropriate, 
used to achieve particular effects. 
Wide, consistently effective range of vocabulary with 
appropriately used ambitious words. 
Some use of grammatical devices; assured use of 
punctuation; spelling accurate. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 
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The writing is orderly and the beginning and ending 
(where required) are satisfactorily managed. The reader 
is aware of the climax even if it is not managed fully 
effectively. The sequencing of sentences provides 
clarity and engages the reader in events or atmosphere. 

Band 2 
 
9 – 10 
 
 
B 

Mostly fluent; sentences correctly constructed, 
including a variety of complex sentences. 
Vocabulary often effective, sometimes complex, 
mostly varied. 
Grammatically correct; punctuation mostly correct 
between and within sentences; very occasional 
spelling mistakes. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 
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While opportunities for appropriate development of 
ideas are sometimes missed, the overall structure is 
competent, and features of a developed narrative are 
evident. 
sentences are usually sequenced to narrate events. 

Band 3 
 
7 – 8 
 
 
C 

Occasional fluency; sentences of some variety and 
complexity, correctly constructed. 
Appropriate and accurate vocabulary with occasional 
examples of choice made to communicate precise 
meaning or to give interest. 
Simple grammatical terms correct; sentence 
separation mostly correct but other forms of 
punctuation sometimes inconsistently used; 
occasional spelling mistakes-but no error of any sort 
impedes communication. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 
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The overall structure is sound although there are 
examples where a particular section is too long or too 
short. A climax is identified but is not effectively 
described or led up to. Sentence sequences narrate 
events and occasionally contain intrusive facts or 
misleading ideas. 

Band 4 
 
5 – 6 
 
 
D 

Sentences tend to be simple and patterns repetitive.  
Where more complicated structures are attempted 
there is lack of clarity and inaccuracy. 
Vocabulary communicates general meaning 
accurately. 
Some errors of punctuation including sentence 
separation; several spelling and grammatical errors, 
rarely serious. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 
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Unequal or inappropriate importance is given to the 
sections of the story. Dialogue that has no function may 
be used or over-used. There is no real climax. 
Sentence sequences are used only to link simple series 
of events. 

Band 5 
 
3 – 4 
 
 
E 

There may be some straightforward grammatically 
complex sentences, but others are simple and 
repetitively joined by ‘and’, ‘but’, and ‘so’ with other 
conjunctions used ineffectively if at all. 
Vocabulary communicates simple details/facts 
accurately. 
Many errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling, 
but overall meaning is never in doubt. 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 
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The shape of the narrative is unclear; some of the 
content has no relevance to the plot. Sequences of 
sentences are sometimes poor, leading to a lack of 
clarity 

Band 6 
 
1 – 2 
 
F 

Sentences are simple and sometimes faulty and/or 
rambling sentences obscure meaning. 
Vocabulary is limited and may be inaccurate. 
Errors of punctuation, grammar and spelling may be 
serious enough to impede meaning. 

0 
 
 
G 

Rarely relevant, little material, and presented in a 
disorderly structure. Not sufficient to be placed in Band 
6. 

0 
 
 
G 

Meaning of the writing is often lost because of poor 
control of language; errors of punctuation, grammar 
and spelling too intrusive to award a mark in Band 6. 
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Students are assessed on an internal basis by class work assignments - structured 
questions and source work and internally assessed and externally moderated coursework 
worth 27% of the final score.  
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